
 

 
 
 

2 September (Monday) 
 

• 09.15 Welcoming words 
• 09.30-10.30 The Basque language and sustainable multilingual development 

o The UNESCO Chair of World Linguistic Heritage of the University of the Basque 
Country (UPV/EHU) focuses on cultural and linguistic wealth, especially on 
vulnerable and endangered languages. The seminar will focus on Euskara, the 
language of the Basques, its origins, historical and present situation, and the ways 
to promote its acquisition, use and ethnolinguistic vitality in a constantly changing 
multilingual society.  

• 11.00-13.30  Basque language class & Practical session: visit to a traditional market 
• Free afternoon 

3 September (Tuesday) 

• 09.30-10.30  The Basque Map of the World 
o The seminar will focus on the presence of the Basques in the world through 

History. From ancient mariners to present migrants, the talk will delve into Basque 
emigration and Diaspora. 

 
• 11.00-13.00 Basque language class 
• Afternoon: Visit to San Telmo  Museum 

 

4 September (Wednesday) 
 

• 09.30-10.30  Science and Technology in the Basque Country 
o Ikerbasque, the Basque Foundation for Science, is an entity promoted by the 

Basque Government in 2007. It aims to strengthen the Basque Science system 
through programs to attract and recruit researchers in all the fields of activity to 
the Basque R&D system; and to boost research, in cooperation with research 
centers and universities. The seminar will reflect on the evolution and future of the 
Basque Science System. 

Basque Culture International Summer School 
Donostia-San Sebastián 2-13 September 2024 

https://www.britannica.com/topic/Basque-language
https://www.google.com/search?client=firefox-b-d&sca_esv=602175580&sxsrf=ACQVn0-hxO6HlMAndHJa-zm3qs3i9C3-xQ%3A1706464667186&q=mercado%2Bla%2Bbretxa&tbm=isch&source=lnms&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjuubyi1ICEAxWGUaQEHUT8DiYQ0pQJegQIDBAB&biw=1280&bih=595&dpr=1.5
https://www.santelmomuseoa.eus/index.php?option=com_flexicontent&view=items&cid=1&id=5196&Itemid=2&lang=en


 
• 11.00-13.00 Basque language class 
• 13.30 Lunch (University Campus canteen) 
• Afternoon: Guided visit to the pioneer breakwater power plant in the town of 

Mutriku 
 

5 September (Thursday) 
 

• 09.30-10.30 Basque culture, youth literature and comic books 
o A talk on the essence of the Basque culture and historical memory through youth 

and children’s literature, and comic books.  
• 11.00-13.30 Basque language class & visit to the exposition about comic on Mikel 

Laboa’s life (University Campus) 
• Free afternoon 

6 September (Friday) 

• 09.30-10.30    Towards modern democracy: from Gernika to the transition period and to 
current society 

o A talk on the history of Basque fueros (charters), the civil war in the Basque 
territory and the transition to modern democracy. It will emphasise the human 
factor for the remarkable social, political and economic transformation the 
Basque Country has experienced in recent decades. 

• 11.00-13.00 Basque language class 
• 13.30 Visit to the town of Pasai Donibane, lunch (Alabortza canteen) and 

guided visit to Albaola, The Sea Factory of the Basques 
 

7 September (Saturday) 
 

• 10.00 Whole day trip to the city of Gernika (visit to the city and Gernika Peace 
Museum, lunch and visit to a typical coastal village in the Urdaibai zone) 

 

9 September (Monday) 
 

• 09.30-10.30 Basque Dances 
o A comprehensive seminar about the different types of dances, music, steps and 

costumes…and, especially, about the Basques’ love for dance. The talk will 
include a practical class of Basque dances.  

• 11.00-13.30 Basque language class & Practical session: Basque dances 
• Free afternoon 

10 September (Tuesday) 

• 09.30-10.30 Unveiling the socio-cultural context of ancient Basques: The Hand of 
Irulegi 

o The talk will describe the excavations of a late Iron Age settlement (1st century 
BC) and the recent discovery of an artifact that contains a script in Vasconic 
language, the ancestor of Basque. 

• 11.00-13.00 Basque language class 
• 13.30 Lunch 
• 15.00 Boat trip to visit Flysh geological formations in the town of Zumaia 

https://www.renewable-technology.com/projects/mutriku-wave-energy-plant/
https://tourism.euskadi.eus/en/towns/mutriku/aa30-12375/en/
https://tourism.euskadi.eus/en/towns/mutriku/aa30-12375/en/
http://buber.net/Basque/Features/GuestColumns/dcc090502.laboa.php
http://buber.net/Basque/Features/GuestColumns/dcc090502.laboa.php
http://buber.net/Basque/Features/GuestColumns/dcc090502.laboa.php
https://fascinatingspain.com/place-to-visit/what-to-see-in-basque-country/things-to-do-in-pasai-donibane-pasajes-san-juan-hotels-in-pasai-donibane-pasajes-san-juan-where-to-eat-in-pasai-donibane-pasajes-san-juan-where-to-sleep-in-pasai-donibane-pasajes-san-juan/
https://albaola.org/en/
https://tourism.euskadi.eus/en/towns/gernika-lumo/aa30-12375/en/
https://tourism.euskadi.eus/en/top10/natural-areas/urdaibai-biosphere-reserve/aa30-12376/en/
https://tourism.euskadi.eus/aa30-12377/en/contenidos/informacion/aa30_cultura_vasca/en_def/danzas_y_Musica_Vasca.html
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/nov/15/hand-of-irulegi-ancient-spanish-artefact-rewrites-history-of-basque-language
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/nov/15/hand-of-irulegi-ancient-spanish-artefact-rewrites-history-of-basque-language
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/nov/15/hand-of-irulegi-ancient-spanish-artefact-rewrites-history-of-basque-language
https://www.gipuzkoaturismoa.eus/en/-/ruta-por-el-flysch
https://tourism.euskadi.eus/en/towns/zumaia/aa30-12375/en/


 
11 September (Wednesday) 

 
• 09.30-10.30 Basque pelota. A ritual, an aesthetic 

o Pelota is one of the most revealing frameworks of meaning and understanding of 
the Basque imaginary. By digging into the historic, symbolic, and even 
mythological roots of the sport, and by describing interconnected webs of 
meaning in the various domains of social, juridical, bodily, and imaginative 
experience, the talk will show how pelota constitutes a ritualized action that both 
stages and repairs social antagonisms. 

• 11.00-13.30 Basque language class & Basque handball practical workshop 
• Free afternoon 

12 September (Thursday) 

• 09.30-10.30 Basque language class 
• 11:00- 13:00 Visit to the Basque Culinary Centre (BCC) and lecture on Basque Cuisine: 

The essence of the Basque culinary identity 
o From the traditional “sozietateak” or “txokoak” to Basque culinary avant-garde. 

 
• 13:30-14:30 Visit to a traditional “txoko” & Basque language class practical session: 

Cooking class 
• Free afternoon 

13 September (Friday) 

• 10.30 Whole day trip to Leioa (University Campus in the province of Bizkaia) 
for the University’s Welcome Day event & lunch) 

• 15.00 Visit to the city of Bilbao 
 
 
 

Inscription dates: from 22 February 2024 to 22 May 2024 
Registration fee: 2732 euros* 
Venue: Miramar palace, Paseo Miraconcha, 48 San Sebastián-Donostia 
More information & registration: https://www.ehu.eus/en/web/basque-culture 
Contact: basque.culture@ehu.eus  

 

*The price comprises the following: 
- course registration fee (1500 €), 
- accommodation in a single room in a hall of residence of the University of the Basque Country with a 
special Basque Culture Summer School discount (1232 € checking in on 31 August 2024 and checking out 
on 14 September 2024, breakfast included), 
- pre-charged local transport card, 
- all the visits included in the official program, 
- lunches on 5 days. 

 
 

https://www.euskoguide.com/basque-sports/pelota-mano/
https://www.bculinary.com/en/home
https://tourism.euskadi.eus/en/top10/towns/bilbao/aa30-12376/en/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Miramar+Jauregia/@43.3148343,-2.0010711,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0xd51baa62e0e1e15:0xb9f2c4abffb670a2!8m2!3d43.3148304!4d-1.9984962!16s%2Fg%2F121rprns?entry=ttu
https://www.lonelyplanet.com/spain/aragon-basque-country-and-navarra/san-sebastian
https://www.ehu.eus/en/web/basque-culture
mailto:basque.culture@ehu.eus

